
 

Best Practices Checklist for Parent Engagement Events 

Know Your Audience 

●​ Understand generational traits (Millennials, Gen X, and future Gen Z parents). 
●​ Cater to Millennials by offering connection, efficiency, and demonstrating long-term 

benefits. 
●​ Respect Gen X’s desire for efficiency and balance; avoid wasting their time. 
●​ Plan for personalized, flexible engagement strategies for Gen Z parents. 

Foster Connection at In-Person Events 

●​ Use round tables to encourage conversation and connection. 
●​ Label tables by children’s grade levels to group parents with shared experiences. 
●​ Dedicate at least half of the event time to facilitate discussions between parents and school 

leaders. 
●​ Avoid traditional row seating that discourages interaction. 

Offer Asynchronous Content 

●​ Convert informational events or lectures into podcasts or video recordings. 
●​ Share recordings for flexible, on-demand access by parents. 
●​ Create school-branded podcasts to communicate mission and vision (e.g., Living Lovett). 
●​ Offer online options like short Zoom sessions during lunch hours. 

Schedule Thoughtfully 

●​ Host events during times convenient for parents (e.g., immediately after drop-off or before 
pick-up). 

●​ Align event timing with parents’ schedules to maximize participation. 
●​ Plan events on half-days to eliminate redundant trips and carpool times.. 

By following this checklist, schools can increase parent engagement, foster community, and 
ensure events are relevant and rewarding for families. 
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