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The Frayer Model is a graphic organizer used for building students’ vocabulary. This strategy 

prompts students to define or read a student-friendly description of a target vocabulary word 

or concept and then apply their knowledge by generating examples and non- examples, giving 

characteristics, and sometimes drawing a picture to illustrate the meaning of the word.  

At P.S. 170, we use the Frayer Model in various content areas and have customized it for a 

variety of needs.  

 

Student Impact: 

 Vocabulary Development 

 Assists in identifying and defining unfamiliar concepts 

 Helps students gain the language to describe essential characteristics 

 Provides examples that help clarify and deepen understanding of a concept or a word 

 

*graphic from iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu 
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